Students’ Association 
& Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 


Date — 24/08/2015 


To, 
S.M. Khan 


Dear sir, 

On behalf of the students’ association of FTI, we would like to convey our sincere gratitude for having 
a transparent and open minded discussion with us during your visit to the campus to help resolve the 
current impasse. For the first time in over 70 days, we got a feeling that we were heard vis-a vis the 
core demands regarding the contentious appointments at FTII society and the need for setting up a 
transparent and rigorous procedure for the constitution of the new body. That it took a midnight police 
raid and arrest of students, for the ministry to send you here is another matter, which hopefully will 
figure in your final report. 

The transparency shown by having the entire meeting filmed and maintaining official minutes of the 
meeting is also commendable and gives us hope. Your emphasis and reassurances on confidence 
building measures, was in fact the first real intent shown by the concerned authorities towards creating 
an atmosphere of trust and meaningful dialogue to end the crisis. Withdrawing the flimsy police cases 
filed against students will go a long way in restoring students’ faith in the FTII administration which 
has been deeply shaken by the coercive attitude shown by the registrar and the director of the institute. 
However, the statement issued by the Minister of State, Mr. Rajyavardhan Rathore , wherein he 
undermines the mandate of your committee as “only regarding 2008 batch assessment” is 
disappointing. It undermines the entire endeavor by giving a post facto mandate for the committee , and 
raises doubts about the ministry’s seriousness towards finding any meaningful solutions .We feel that 
such irresponsible statements are detrimental to the atmosphere of trust and healthy dialogue that you 
stressed upon . 

Sir, in view of the extreme importance of your report in finding a resolution to the crisis, we request 
you to kindly make it available to the students, faculty, ex students and the staff members as well so 
that all stakeholders are on the same page .It will help in avoiding miscommunication and 
misinformation which, till date, has been one of the main problems in finding a mutually agreeable 
solution. Given the transparent nature of your interaction with us, we hope this will not be an issue. 
Regards, 


Harishankar Nachimuthu 
President 
Students’ Association FTII 


